Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00558 011445Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
OIC-02 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 AID-05 DHA-02 HEW-04 
/129 W 

011451Z 087462/44 

R 01 1405Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4319 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DARESSALAAM 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0558 

DEPT PASS IO FOR PALMER; SIL FOR DALE GOOD 

DEPT PASS LABOR FOR SAMUELS, HOROWITZ, QUACKENBUSH, AVERY 
AND LINSENMAYER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TRIPOL 00558 011445Z 

TAGS: ILO, ELAB, LY, XA 

SUB J : AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS CALL FOR IMPLEMENTATION ILO 
RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAEL 

1 . SUMMARY: AFRICAN MINISTERS' LABOR CONFERENCE CALLS FOR 
ILO TO IMPLEMENT RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAEL. 

LIBYAN BRIFERY OF DELEGATES ALLEGED. UNDP/ILO 
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REPRESENTATIVE DESCRIBES CONFERENCE AS "DISMAL 
FAILURE." LIBYANS ALLEGEDLY PLANNING TO RECRUIT 
AFRICAN LABOR TO REPLACE ANTICIPATED EXPULSION OF 
LARGE NUMBER OF EGYPTIANS. END SUMMARY 

2. IN ITS CLOSING SESSION APRIL 28, AFRICAN LABOR 
MINISTERS AND DELEGATES, UNANIMOUSLY CALLED UPON 
THE ILO TO IMPLEMENT ITS 1974 RESOLUTION WHICH 
CONDEMNED ISRAEL FOR "THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND PERSECUTION OF ARAB WORKERS IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES." THE DELEGATES ALSO ASKED THE ILO TO 
CLEARLY INDICATE, PRIOR TO THE ILO'S GENERAL MEETING 
NEXT MONTH IN GENEVA, THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE ILO 
INTENDS TO COMMIT ITSELF TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE RESOLUTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. ACCORDING TO UNDP RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE DR. 

IBRAHIM ADLY (PORTECT), THE LIBYAN DELEGATION BRIBED 
A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF AFRICAN MINISTERS AND 
DELEGATES TO MAKE THE REQUEST THAT THE ILO IMPLEMENT 
ITS 1974 DECISION CONDEMNING ISRAEL. ADLY STATED 
THAT HE, AS WELL AS THE ILO REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM ALGIERS AND ADDIS ABABA, CONSIDERED THE AFRICAN 
LABOR MINISTERS' CONFERENCE "A DISMAL FAILURE." 

ADLY INDICATED THAT LIBYA'S OFFER TO RECRUIT AFRICAN 
LABOR ALSO PLAYED A CONSIDERABLE ROLE IN INFLUENCING THE 
AFRICAN DELEGATES TO MAKE IMPLEMENTATION REQUEST OF 
THE ILO. 
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4. IN A FRENZIED ATTEMPT TO COMPLETE AGENDA ITEMS, 
DELEGATES HURRIEDLY ACCEPTED THE SECRETARIAT REPORTS 
ON LABOR, POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING, 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY, RELATIONS WITH THE 
GOVERNING BODY OF THE ILO, AND REPORTS TO VARIOUS 
AFRICAN LABOR GROUPS. HOWEVER, THE DELEGATES WERE 
UNABLE TO RESOLVE THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ITEM ON 
THE AGENDA - THE CREATION OF AN AFRICAN LABOR 
ORGANIZATION. INSTEAD, THE LABOR MINISTERS MET IN 
CLOSED SESSION AND DECIDED TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE OF LIBYA, NIGERIA, GUINEA, ZAIRE, C.A.E., 

ZAMBIA, ALGERIA AND MOZAMBIQUE TO STUDY THE 
QUESTION. THE LIBYAN MINISTER OF LABOR AL MAHJUB 

WAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS ALSO ELECTED GHANAIAN 
MINISTER OF LABOR JOY K. AMEDUNE AS THE CHAIRMAN 
FOR THEIR 1978 CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN TUNIS. 

5. SPECULATION OF LIBYA'S INTENTION TO RECRUIT 
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AFRICAN LABOR WAS FURTHER HEIGHTENED AMIDST RUMORS 
THAT QADHAFI WILL ANNOUNCE THIS EVENING HIS 
DECISION TO EXPEL EGYPTIAN WORKERS. MAY 1 LOCAL 
PRESS QUOTES RESPONSIBLE SOURCE OF GENERAL PEOPLE'S 
COMMITTEE THAT LIBYA IS "DEEPLY CONVINCED THAT THE 
RIGHT COURSE IS TO RETURN THE EGYPTIAN WORKERS TO 
THEIR COUNTRY IN ORDER NOT TO GIVE SADAT AND HIS 
GOVERNMENT A CHANCE TO PLAY WITH FIRE." STATEMENT 
OF GENERAL PEOPLE S COMMITTEE SOURCE REFLECTS GROWING 
LOCAL SENTIMENT THAT SADAT INTENDS TO USE WELFARE 
OF RESIDENT EGYPTIANS AS PRETEXT FOR INVADING LIBYA. 
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